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General Meeting Minutes
February 17th, 2026
	Present: Ljubica Salkic, Chris Larson, Christie Gilbert-Klaczko, Jennifer Gutowski, Katie Douglass, Erin Kirkpatrick, Kristen MacKenzie, Ann Ottman, Andrew Klee, Maria Luden, Wendy Curry, Mary Condon, Rebecca Goodman, Robin Knab, Sierra Sisson, Sue Breese, Jordan Martin, Mary Cole, Michelle Vignari, Paige Baiocchi, Lynn Fine, Kelly Cunningham, Amber DelleFave, Pat Bastedo, Katherine Embry, Matt Schwasman, Hillary Schlosser, Jennifer Ornt, Michelle Corona, Erin Kirkpatrick, AnnMarie Pettis   


Meeting called to order by Mary Cole at 1pm
	Topic
	Discussion
	Decision-Action
	Responsibility

	Welcome/Introductions
	Welcome!  

	Approval of Minutes
	· Mary Condon and Jordan Martin as second 

	Members Accomplishments/
Announcements
	· Jordan Martin passed her infection prevention certification.
· New IP Introduction: Michelle Corona introduced herself as the new infection preventionist.
· Kristen MacKenzie passed the CIC exam.
· Rochester Regional Health announced an upcoming Eastern Region Infection Prevention job opening due to Pat’s retirement.

	Educational Presentation

	Speakers:   Chris Larson BSN, RN, CIC, CPPS, APIC Membership Engagement Committee 
Topic: Mentoring 

	Old Business


	Mentoring: Members discussed challenges and ideas: Pairing large and small facilities, Lunch‑hour mentoring sessions, Need for updated roster with emails, Clarifying who is willing to mentor

	New or Updated Guidelines/Articles 

	Continuous Photohydrolysis Disinfection Cuts MDROs, COVID-19, and Hospital Transfers in Long-Term Care, Study Finds | Infection Control Today
Impact of a Continuous Disinfection Technology on Multidrug- Resistant Organism Acquisition in Long-Term Care-1.pdf

	Roundtable

	· Public Health (Robin Knab)
· 2023 Acute Care Annual Report approved and may be released this week.
· Facilities asked to update contact information.
· Hospital Collaboration (Matt Schwasman)
· Appreciation expressed for IP support during ICRIS‑related work.
· Long‑Term Care (Sue)
· Rochester Regional LTC working with CDC’s Dr. Dingwanga on reducing readmissions.

	New Business

	IPUs
	Chapter found a method to offer 1 IPU per educational session at regular meetings.
Vendor sponsored presentations are eligible if criteria met 
	
	All Members

	Educational Support  
	Plan to award three scholarships (~$500 each).
Criteria will include:
· Impact on workplace/community
· Strength of essay
· Prior APIC attendance
· Chapter involvement
Applications due: March 15
Awards announced: March 17 (to allow early‑bird registration)
Chapter will begin sending Vice President (or another board member) to APIC Leadership Day to improve continuity.
	
	

	Committee Reports

	· Legislative (Paige): 
  Medical assistants now allowed to administer vaccines under supervision. “Allows medical assistants to administer vaccines… passed February 6.”
  Pharmacists may be authorized to administer Mpox vaccine (bill in progress).
  Dentists may be permitted to administer HPV vaccine (bill in progress).
· National (Melissa and Michelle): 
· CMS Infection Control Worksheet
· Being updated for the first time since 2014.
· IFU Summit (January 20)
· Multi‑agency meeting addressing problematic disinfection IFUs.
· Draft guidance expected end of March on when risk assessments may justify deviation from IFUs.
· Joint Commission currently does not allow IFU risk‑assessment deviations; discussions ongoing.
· Advocacy Day
· Potential collaboration with Greater NY Chapter and NISAC to organize an Albany Advocacy Day.
· Treasurer: Update report given by Sue on current  status 
· Education Committee: 
· Speakers secured for all months except November and December
· Spring Symposium 
·  Date: April 21
·  Time: 10:45 AM – 3:00 PM
·  Lunch: Provided by Paul Davis
· Panelists:
· Public Health: Jen Gutowski, Gretchen
· Acute Care: Michelle Vigneri
· Long Term Care: Mary Cole
· Additional acute care panelist may be invited (Melissa Bronstein).
· Teaching Day
· Date: Tuesday, September 15
· Location: Atwater Venue, Canandaigua
· Speakers secured; may add one more.
· One escape room planned for engagement.
· Vendor invites starting 
·  Bylaws: No update 


	Adjournment
	Meeting was adjourned by Mary Cole at 2:38pm 

	Next Meeting
	 March 17th at 1pm  


Respectfully submitted by:  Jennifer James, Chapter Secretary 

2026 RFL APIC Chapter Board:
	Position
	Name
	Position
	Name

	President
	Mary Cole 
	Education Committee
	Sur Breese 

	President Elect
	Jennifer James 
	Education Committee
	Jennifer Ornt

	Past President
	Jennifer Gutowski 
	Education Committee
	Stacey Gibbs 

	Treasurer
	Jordan Martin 
	Webmaster
	Andrew Klee 

	Secretary
	Jennifer James
	Bylaws
	Mary Condon

	Legislative Representative
	Paige Baiocchi
	
	

	Membership
	Kristen Beideman
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